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involved in her children's education - she
attends field trips and participates in other
school activities. Many of the other parents,
she said, don't have time to get that
involved.

"My school is alow-income school, and
you have alot of single parents who work
al day, come home and have to play the
role of mother, father, mentor, homework
helper and babysitter,” said Coury-
Pietrykowski, the mother of three children.
"In our school, you've got parents who are
aways involved and then you've got parents
who you've never seen.”

And too often, the parents who never
show up are the ones needed at school
activities the most, teachers say.

"Parents are the absolute key to their
children's success," said Karen Sears, a special education teacher at
Dearborn's Bryant Middle School.

There are little things parents can do to make a lasting impact on a
child, Sears said.

They can turn off the TV, create a quiet space for homework, go over
the student's assignment, or even just have breakfast ready in the
morning.

The importance of parental involvement is simple, educators say.
Studies consistently show that students whose parents are involved in
their education are more successful in school. And student successis
needed if schools are to meet the federal No Child Left Behind standards,
which require all schools to achieve 100 percent proficiency, which in
Michigan means all students must pass the state MEAP test by 2014,
Trimer-Hartley said.

That goal won't be reached if one-quarter of Michigan parents are
detached from their child's education and don't do the bare minimum of
helping teachers get to know their child, Trimer-Hartley said.

The Your Child survey asked parentsiif they've done anything to help
their child's teacher get to know their child, such as informing the teacher
of their child's strengths and weaknesses and likes and dislikes.

Parents who responded "yes" were more likely to attend parent teacher
conferences, belong to the PTO or PTA and have positive communication
with school staff than parents who answered "no."

The survey also found that parents who don't interact with their child's
teacher are more likely to be male and have less than a college degree and
less likely to have done well on testing when they were in school.

Parents need to know that it's OK to make initial contact with the
teacher and be proactive about their child's education, said Donna Oser,
administrative director of Michigan Parent Teacher Student Association,
one of the groups that commissioned the study.

Parents don't think twice to tell teachers about allergies or medication
their child must take, but some shy away from telling them their child's
learning habits, she said.
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The survey isthe second commissioned by Your Child. Thefirst found e Livingst

that the older kids get, the less involved parents are - even though the week
teachers till want parents around, according to the poll of 1,000 ® Livingst
Michigan teachers and 1,000 parentsin April to gauge how well the two V.VQeLfvm «t
groups communicate. agenda ’
You can reach Marisa Schultz at (734) 462-2203 or e Livingst
mschultz@detnews.com. activities
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