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EPIC ▪ MRA/Your Child - Survey of Post High-School Experience: First 12 Years 

Fall 2005

MULTI-STATE VERSION

[FREQUENCY REPORT of SURVEY RESPONSES – 720 SAMPLE – ERROR ±3.7%]

SEQ #      ________  
DATE: ______/___        /                 
ZIPCODE:  ________          ______ 

PHONE # _________                      
INTERVIEWER_________________________________

=====================================================================

INTRODUCTION

Hello, this is (NAME) from EPIC ▪ MRA, a Michigan-based survey research firm. We’re conducting a random survey of young people to get their opinions about education, employment, and career planning activities. We are not trying to sell anything, and you will not be called again because you participated in this survey. The phone number of your household was randomly selected. If there is a person between the ages of 18 and 30 in your household, I’d like to take just a few minutes to include the opinions of your household.

=====================================================================

SCREENER [ASK]:  Is there someone living in the household, who is between the ages of 18 and 30 [CLARIFY AGES ARE INCLUSIVE IF NEEDED], with whom I may speak? 

If Yes [ASK] “May I please speak to that person.” [IF NOT AVAILABLE, ASK] “Is there a time later tonight they might be available?”  [CODE CALL BACK TIME ON CALL LIST]
[WHEN NEW PERSON COMES TO PHONE, RESTATE INTRO THEN GO TO Q. 01]
QUESTIONNAIRE SECTION 1: OVERALL SATISFACTION

___01. Overall, would you say the country is headed in the right direction, or have things gotten pretty seriously off on the wrong track?

	31%
	Right direction

	62%
	Wrong track

	 7%
	[do not read] Don’t know/refused


___02. Taking everything into consideration, how satisfied are you with your own life right now? Would you say you are very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, only a little satisfied, or not satisfied at all?

	46%
	very satisfied

	42%
	somewhat satisfied

	88%
	Total SATISFIED

	 9%
	only a little satisfied

	 3%
	not satisfied at all

	12%
	Total LITTLE/NOT SATISFIED

	--%
	[do not read] Don’t know/refused


___03. Thinking ahead about the next ten years or so, how optimistic are you about what life holds in store? Are you very optimistic, somewhat optimistic, somewhat pessimistic, or very pessimistic?

	45%
	very optimistic

	43% 
	somewhat optimistic

	88%
	Total OPTIMISTIC

	 8%
	somewhat pessimistic

	 3%
	very pessimistic

	11%
	Total PESSIMISTIC

	 1%
	[do not read] Don’t know/refused


QUESTIONNAIRE SECTION 2: EDUCATION
___04. Now I’d like to ask some questions about your education. Are you a high school graduate, or not?

	93%
	High school graduate
	CONTINUE

	 7%
	Not a high school graduate
	GO TO Q.41


___05. In high school, do you recall hearing the term “college prep” or “college prep curriculum”? 

	83%
	Yes, heard it

	16%
	No, didn’t hear it

	 1%
	[do not read] Don’t know/refused


___06. Did you happen to take four years of English in high school, or not?

	90%
	Yes
	

	 8%
	No
	

	 2%
	[do not read] Don’t know/refused
	


___07. Did you happen to take three years of social studies in high school, or not?
	86%
	Yes
	

	10%
	No
	

	 4%
	[do not read] Don’t know/refused
	


___08. Did you happen to take three years of science in high school, or not?

	79%
	Yes
	

	20%
	No
	

	 1%
	[do not read] Don’t know/refused
	


___09. Did you happen to take three years of mathematics at the level of algebra or higher in high school, or not?

	82%
	Yes
	

	18%
	No
	

	--%
	[do not read] Don’t know/refused
	


___10. How did you obtain your high school diploma? [READ 1-4 BELOW]
	92%
	Through a regular high school program

	 5%
	Through a GED program

	 1%
	Through an alternative program at a regular high school

	 2%
	Through an alternative high school


Qs 11 – 30 Intentionally Omitted

___31. Now I’d like to ask some questions about state-required standardized tests that students take in high school, often referred to as high-stakes tests. This includes national tests such as the ACT [eh see tee] and state-specific tests such as the “meep” or Michigan Educational Assessment Program in Michigan, the ISTEP - PLUS, the Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress Plus Program in Indiana, the Prairie State in Illinois, the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment in Minnesota, the Ohio Graduation Test in Ohio, the Student Assessment System/Wisconsin, Knowledge Concepts & Reading Concepts in Wisconsin, and similar tests in other states. My first question is, how well did you do on the test? Would you say you did well, you did okay, or you did poorly?

	53%
	Did well

	34%
	Did okay

	 4%
	Did poorly

	 9%
	[do not read] Don’t know/refused


___32. Did the test measure what you learned in school, or not?

	56%
	Yes

	32%
	No

	12%
	[do not read] Don’t know/refused


___33. Did you try to do your best on the test?

	87%
	Yes

	 9%
	No

	 4%
	[do not read] Don’t know/refused


___34. May I ask why or why not? [RECORD ANSWER AS STATED BELOW]
	40%
	To get into college
	 3%
	Family expectations

	23%
	Always do my best
	 2%
	Just wanted to pass

	 9%
	High scores
	 1%
	Bored/fell asleep

	 7%
	Didn’t care
	 1%
	It was useless

	 6%
	For permanent record
	 1%
	Read questions carefully

	 4%
	Scholarship money
	 3%
	[do not read] Don’t know/refused/other


___35. Was taking the test useful to you, or not?

	38%
	Yes

	54%
	No

	 8%
	[do not read] Don’t know/refused


___36. Were your test scores ever used to help you in school, or not?

	32%
	Yes

	60%
	No

	 8%
	[do not read] Don’t know/refused


___37. How much time did your teachers spend preparing you for the tests? Would you say a lot of time was spent on preparation, some time was spent on preparation, or very little time was spent on preparation?

	12%
	A lot of time

	30%
	Some time

	51%
	Very little time

	 7%
	[do not read] Don’t know/refused


___38. How much stress did the test create for you? Would you say it created a lot of stress, it created some stress, or it didn’t create any particular stress for you?

	17%
	A lot of stress
	

	40%
	Some stress
	

	41%
	No particular stress
	GO TO Q.40

	 2%
	[do not read] Don’t know/refused
	GO TO Q.40


___39. Why do you say so? [RECORD ANSWER AS STATED BELOW]

	24%
	All tests stressful
	 8%
	3 hours long

	21%
	ACT is important
	 7%
	Couldn’t study for

	21%
	Wanted to do well
	 4%
	Afraid of failure

	10%
	Much prep time
	 3%
	Pressure from teachers

	
	
	 2%
	I’m competitive


___40. How about for your teachers—how much stress would you say the test created for them? Would you say it created a lot of stress, it created some stress, or it didn’t create any particular stress for them?

	 9%
	A lot of stress

	31%
	Some stress

	47%
	No particular stress

	13%
	[do not read] Don’t know/refused


___41. Some people believe that standardized tests can be unfair to many students because their culture or background does not provide them with the kind of life experiences to enable them to be as familiar with the information many test questions are based on, thereby introducing a bias into the testing. Do you believe standardized tests are biased in any way, or not? 

	36%
	Yes

	57%
	No

	 7%
	[do not read] Don’t know/refused


___42. There are a number of different ways to accurately measure what a child has learned in school. Using a rating scale of zero to 100, where 100 means that a specific kind of classroom measurement is completely accurate in determining what a student has learned, and zero means that a measurement if not accurate at all in determining what a student has learned, please tell me on a scale of zero to 100 how accurate each of the following types of measurements are in determining what a student has learned.  

	
	
	
	
	Accurate
	

	
	
	not Accurate
	Neut-ral
	some-what 
	very
	Total
	undec

	
	
	0 – 49
	50
	51– 75
	75 - 100
	
	

	_a
	Report card grades
	7%
	11%
	26%
	56%
	82%
	--%

	_b
	Teacher comments
	11%
	14%
	25%
	50%
	75%
	--%

	_c
	Regular classroom tests and quizzes used by teachers
	5%
	9%
	28%
	58%
	86%
	--%

	_d
	Daily grades on homework assignments
	9%
	13%
	23%
	55%
	78%
	--%

	_e
	State standardized or high stakes tests
	22%
	23%
	31%
	24%
	55%
	--%


___42A. Thinking about all of these five kinds of classroom measurements, which of the following would you say is the most accurate in determining what a student has learned in school? [READ AND ROTATE 1 TO 5 BELOW] 

	31%
	Regular classroom tests and quizzes used by teachers

	20%
	Teacher comments

	19%
	Daily grades on homework assignments

	19%
	Report card grades

	 8%
	State standardized or high stakes tests

	 3%
	Undecided/don’t know


___42B. Thinking about the same five classroom measurements, which of the following would you say is the least accurate in determining what a student has learned in school? [DROP RESPONSE FROM Q. 42A AND READ AND ROTATE THE REMAINING OF 1 TO 5 BELOW] 

	 7%
	Report card grades

	19%
	Teacher comments

	 4%
	Regular classroom tests and quizzes used by teachers

	15%
	Daily grades on homework assignments

	51%
	State standardized or high stakes tests

	 4%
	Undecided/don’t know


Qs 43 – 85 Intentionally Omitted

Finally, I would like to ask you a few questions for statistical purposes only.

___86.  Could you please tell me in what year you were born? 

[RECORD YEAR HERE                             AND THEN CODE BELOW]

	37%
	18 to 24 years 
	(1981 to 1987)

	28%
	25 to 29 years 
	(1976 to 1980) 

	35%
	30 to 35 
	(1970 to 1975)


___87. Are there any school age children or younger, age 18 years or under, living in your household? 

	59%
	Yes

	41%
	No


___88. What is the last grade or level of schooling you completed? (DO NOT READ – CODE BEST RESPONSE)

	 6%
	1st to 11th grade

	22%
	High school graduate

	 5%
	Non-college post high school (technical training)

	29%
	Some college/Associates Degree

	28%
	College graduate

	10%
	Post graduate school


___89. Would you please tell me into which of the following categories your total yearly household income falls, including everyone in the household? Please stop me when I get to an income category that describes your household? (READ LIST - 1 to 7)

	11%
	Under $25,000

	26%
	$25,000 to $50,000

	23%
	$50,000 to $75,000

	14%
	$75,000 to $100,000

	 7%
	$100,000 to $125,000

	 4%
	$125,000 to $150,000

	 3%
	Over $150,000

	12%
	Don’t know/refused


___90.  Sex of respondent (BY OBSERVATION ONLY)
	43%
	Male

	57%
	Female


THANK RESPONDENT FOR HIS OR HER TIME AND TERMINATE
EPIC ▪ MRA/Your Child 

Survey of Post HS Experience: First 12 Years 
Multi-State

Fall 2005

