Your Child Multi-State Survey of Parents: 

Preliminary Analysis for Discussion

Summary of Findings

Overall Evaluations

· On an A-F scale, 87% of the overall sample gave their children’s schools an A or B. There is small (not statistically significant) variability from state to state, with a low of 83% A or B grades in Minnesota and a high of 88% in Illinois.

· 85% of the overall sample gave their children’s teachers an A or B. There is moderate, potentially significant variability from state to state, with a low of 83% in Michigan and Indiana and a high of 90% in Ohio.

· 68% gave their children’s principals an A or B. Five states fall in the range from 64% - 69%, while Ohio exceeds this at 76%.

· Possible interpretations: Parents everywhere are less satisfied with their children’s principals than with the teachers or the schools in general. Ohio parents are somewhat more satisfied with their teachers and principals than are other midwestern parents.

· For further investigation: A “Parent Satisfaction Index” can be created from the three variables described above. Note that by combining data from several variables, indices in effect create constructs, which may offer more satisfying accounts of attitudes or perceptions than any single variable can. Scores on such an index can be analyzed demographically to answer the question, what kinds of parents tend to be more satisfied with their schools/teachers/principals?

Parent-Teacher Conferences

· Michigan parents are the least regular parent-teacher conference attendees in the six-state region. In Michigan, 52% say they “always” attend, while in other states the proportion of “always” attenders ranges from 59% (Illinois) to 73% (Minnesota).

· Ohio parents are most likely to find parent-teacher conferences productive: 88% say so, vs. a range from 78%-82% in the other states.

· Indiana parents were most likely to hear scores on standardized tests discussed at their parent-teacher conferences, at 49% who said these were “always” discussed or discussed “a lot.” In the other states the proportion ranged from 24%-34%.

· Behavior problems were most likely to come up in parent-teacher conferences in Wisconsin and Indiana (59% of parents in those states say these were discussed “always” or “a lot”), least likely to come up in Illinois (40% say they were discussed “always” or “a lot”).

· Parents everywhere say the word that best describes how they feel when they come face-to-face with their children’s teachers is “confident” or “comfortable,” which account for 29% of all responses (44% in Minnesota!). Next most often mentioned are “fine” or “good” (18%) and “great, delighted, happy or joyous” (10%). Only 3% overall say they feel “frustration, unhappy, anxious or disappointed.”

· For further investigation: Is there any indication why Michigan parents should attend parent-teacher conferences less regularly than parents in other states? Is there a relationship between attending parent-teacher conferences and other variables, such as satisfaction with teachers or schools? See also next section.

Parents’ Efforts to Communicate with Teachers

· 62% of Michigan parents say they spend “a lot” or “some” time raising questions about what their children’s teachers are doing to educate their children, vs. from 67%-85% of parents in the other five states surveyed.

· 71% of Michigan parents say they’ve done something to get to know their children’s teachers, vs. from 78%-83% of parents in the other states.

· 69% of Michigan parents say they’ve done something to help their children’s teachers get to know them, vs. from 72%-79% of parents in the other states.

· 72% of Michigan parents say they’ve done something to help their children’s teachers get to know their children, vs. from 72%-84% of parents in the other states.

· Possible interpretation: Michigan parents put in less effort to communicate with teachers than parents in the other five midwestern states. 

· For further investigation: Are there demographic variables besides state of residence that are associated with parental communication patterns?

Parents’ Perceptions of Connectedness with Schools

· Overall, 31% of parents belong to their local PTA or PTO. The rate is highest in Ohio (39%) and lowest in Minnesota (20%). 

· Overall, 70% of parents say they feel like “insiders” rather than “outsiders” in relation to their children’s schools. The “insider” rate is highest in Minnesota (81%) and lowest in Ohio (62%). Interestingly, this is just the opposite of the pattern seen in PTA/PTO membership.

· Overall, 81% of parents say they feel like full partners in the education process. The rate is highest in Wisconsin (90%) and lowest in Illinois (73%). 

· For further investigation: A “Parent Involvement Index” or “Parent Connectedness Index” can be created from these and other variables. Using scores from this index, the data can be examined to determine whether any demographic variables tend to be associated with higher or lower levels of involvement or connectedness, or whether such perceptions of connectedness tend to be associated with higher or lower levels of satisfaction with schools, teachers, etc..

High-Stakes Testing

· Overall, 33% of the sample believes state-required standardized tests provide a good measure of students’ abilities. This belief is most prevalent in Illinois (44%), least prevalent in Michigan (23%). 

· Overall, 29% of the sample believes standardized tests show the quality of the various schools and/or their teachers. This belief is most prevalent in Minnesota (41%), least prevalent in Ohio (20%).

· Overall, 12% of the sample believes standardized tests set standards or offer guidelines or benchmarks. This belief is most prevalent in Ohio (24%), least prevalent in Michigan (5%). 

· Overall, 14% of the sample say they don’t like standardized tests. This attitude is most prevalent in Michigan (21%), least prevalent in Wisconsin (4%). 

· Overall, 52% of the sample thinks rewarding schools that perform better than others on standardized tests is a good idea. This belief is most prevalent in Illinois (63%), least prevalent in Michigan (46%). 

· Overall, 55% of the sample thinks negative consequences for schools that perform worse than others on standardized tests is a good idea. This belief is most prevalent in Illinois (63%), least prevalent in Michigan (49%). 

· Overall, 75% of the sample thinks rewarding students for strong performance on standardized tests is a good idea. This belief is most prevalent in Illinois and Minnesota (80%), least prevalent in Michigan (49%).

· Possible interpretation: Illinois parents are the most supportive of the goals of standardized testing, while Michigan parents are the least supportive, in the six-state area.

Children and Schools

· Parents identify many qualities they think children need in order to succeed in school. Self-confidence or self-esteem leads the list in Illinois (mentioned by 23%), Indiana (mentioned by 21%) and Minnesota (mentioned by 17%). Ohio parents see support or encouragement as most important (mentioned by 15%). Michigan parents see ability or desire to learn as most important (mentioned by 14%). 

· Overall, 23% of parents have considered moving their children from one school to another. The rate is lowest in Illinois and Minnesota (18%) and highest in Michigan (27%). 

· Overall, 20% of parents say their children experience pre-test anxiety before taking the state standardized tests. The rate is lowest in Minnesota and Illinois (16%) and highest in Indiana (26%). 

· Overall, 38% of parents say they see problems such as a drop in their child’s self-esteem or anxiety about going to school after a round of state standardized tests. The rate is lowest in Wisconsin (28%) and highest in Michigan (46%). 

· Overall, 79% of parents report their children get grades of A or B in school. The rate is lowest in Indiana (76%) and highest in Wisconsin (83%). 

Sample

· Respondents are parents, guardians or grandparents providing regular parenting care for one or more school age or younger children.

· Sample sizes range from 214-220 for Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana and Ohio. Sample size is 639 for Michigan. The aggregate sample size for the six states combined is 1,729.

· Sampling error (range of error) for the aggregate sample is ± 2 %, to the nearest whole percent. Sampling error for Michigan is ± 4%. Sampling error for each of the other five states is ± 7%.

· Because of the length of the survey, the samples were split. About two-thirds of the questions were answered by all respondents, but about one-third were answered by only about one-half of the respondents. The sampling error for these “split-sample” questions is therefore greater than for the questions that were answered by all respondents: ± 3% for the aggregate sample, ± 5% for the Michigan sub-sample, and ± 9% for the sub-samples in the other five states.

Variables

· The questionnaire contains 70 variables, which can be grouped as follows:

· Overall evaluation of school, teacher, principal (3 variables)

· Parent-teacher conferences (11 variables)

· Rating of teacher communication (4 variables)

· Parent communication efforts with teacher (5 variables)

· Interpersonal matters, mutual understanding (6 variables)

· Perceptions of principal (6 variables)

· Perception of connectedness with school affairs (5 variables)

· High-stakes testing (10 variables)

· Children and schools (9 variables)

· At-risk and gifted programs (4 variables)

· Standard demographics and other classifiers (13 variables)

Demographics

· 89% of the respondents are parents, 9% are grandparents, 2% are guardians.

· The median age of the respondents is 45 years.

· The median educational attainment of the respondents is some college participation.

· The sample consists of 85% whites, 8% blacks, 2% Hispanics and 5% other races or race refused.

· The sample consists of 55% females and 45% males.

The results reported here are raw (unweighted) data

