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For more than a decade, the debate over high-stakes testing has dominat-
ed the fi eld of education. Th is passionate and provocative book provides 
a fresh perspective on the issue and powerful ammunition for opponents 
of high-stakes tests.

“Nichols and Berliner provide a hard-hitting and thoughtful critique of 
today’s overreliance on high-stakes testing. Th is is a must-read for anyone 
concerned about the unintended consequences of education reform.”

—Paul D. Houston, Executive Director, AASA

“Th e cumulative impact of the accounts Nichols and Berliner lay out 
before us is staggering. Th ey punch it home: Th e moral impact of NCLB 
may be as dangerous as its educational eff ects.”

—Deborah Meier, Senior Scholar, New York University
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